










Alumni  Updates
11

We love family reunions – especially when they 
involve lots of Manito-wish alums!  Congratula-
tions to the Stone Family Reunion (held in July 
2010 in Sayner, WI) for capturing all these great 
Manito-wish faces!! Top Row: Douglas Stone, 
Peter Vogt; Row 2: Rachel McEachron, Scott 
McEachron, Mike Mumma, Craig Miller, 
Chris Halberg; Row 3: Stewart Stone, David 
B. Smith, Jr., Kendra (Pankratz) Gleffe, 
Nancy Stone, Robert Stone, Carolyn (Stone) 
Halberg, Ryan Halberg, Sarah Stone, Sarah 
(Smith) Miller;  Row 4: Tim Stone, Stepha-
nie Smith, Dave Stone, Josephine (Ruder) 
Stone, Barbara (Gamble) McEachron, Andy 
McEachron, Margot Miller; Floor: Peggy 
(Stone) Punsel, Corey Stone, Josh Stone.

Congratulations to alum and comedian Sean 
Moore for winning the first round of the Laugh-
ing Skull Festival in Madison in November. He’s 
off to Atlanta for the quarter finals in April!

Another alum doing well in competition is Trevor 
Reinhart, who took 16th place in the USA Track 
and Field Cross Country Junior Olympics and is 
qualified for the All American Team.

And congratulations also go out to Matt Nienow 
for being awarded a creative writing fellowship 
worth $25,000 from the National Endowment for 
the Arts.

Each year, over one hundred students in the 
Schuler Scholar Program participate in the 
Manito-wish Leadership Program. We appreci-
ate getting a copy of the Alumni Connection 
newsletter from Schuler so we can join the 
students in celebrating their accomplishments.  
Thank you, Schuler Scholar Program, for letting 
us be a part of the students’ lives.

Adventures were plenty for Joe Jirikowic and 
Maggie Sanderson who were chosen by the 
North Lakeland School District (in Manitowish 
Waters, WI) for a 10-day student exchange 
program in Daqing, China. 

Peter Gray is a founding partner of Phenom 
Features, a producer of not-for-profit indepen-
dent films, located in central Illinois. Their most 
recent film, Using, will be submitted to film 
festivals for 2011.

Thanks goes out to Dave Impey for putting 
together another great day of wrapping presents 
at the LL Bean store in Skokie, IL. Dave was 
joined by Charlie & Leslie Allen, Todd & 
Peggy Allen, Meghan Andrews, Lis Collins, 
Eleri, Lili & Wendy Griffiths, Stephanie, 
Susie, Bill & Lauren Pierson, and Jordyn 
Preusker. Between tips and a check from LL 
Bean, $430 was donated to support camper-
ships for 2011 program participants.

“Still remember to this day everything that we 
did at camp and on the trail. Good times. I’m 
now the father of four girls and tell them often 
about the things we did at Manito-wish.” Thanks 
for sharing this great message, Christian 
Stigelman.

Good things truly do come to those who 
deserve them! Lolly Rose (founder of Angel 
On My Shoulder and regular Manito-wish 
Leadership Program participant) and friend 
Karen Siegmeier were chosen to attend Oprah 
Winfrey’s “Oprah’s Ultimate Favorite Things 
Part 2” show. Along with many other wonderful 
things, Lolly and Karen will each receive a 2012 
Volkswagen Beetle in May.  

Anyone for golf?  Don’t miss an interview of 
Londa (Jorgenson) Dewey in the March/April 
issue of Wisconsin Golfer magazine.

Tom Gray has just started a new polished con-
crete business, GreenLeaf Concrete. A major 
component of their product is recycled glass. 

Brought together when their daughters partici-
pated in the Borealis Paddling Expedition in 
2005, Jamee Stanley, Jenny (Parker) Emery, 
and Gail (Goeks) Stirr were reunited at the 
Women’s Weekend at Manito-wish in fall 2010.

Don’t forget to visit the “Camp Manito-wish 
YMCA” fan page on Facebook to see blog 
posts, pictures, and to join conversations about 
Manito-wish memories and stories.  

It is our pleasure to hear your stories and share 
the memories of this great place. We look 
forward to hearing from you. Send your Updates 
to Ellie Orbison at ellie.orbison@manito-wish.org 
or Camp Manito-wish YMCA, P.O. Box 246, 
Boulder Junction, WI 54512.
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Mark Your
Calendars
Seattle Area Alumni 
Gathering

May 15

Memorial Day Volunteer 
Work Weekend 
May 28-30

Adult Alumni International 
Trip to Milos, Greece:  

September 10-17

Mission:
To enrich the character and leadership development of each person who has a Manito-wish experience by challenging them to grow in 
wisdom, in stature, in favor with God, and with one another.

Vision:
The Manito-wish experience develops confident, responsible, and enlightened leaders who will improve the world in which they live.


